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ST. ArGUSTINK ANI> HIS AOI-
Donatism hud developed in him a crude idea of' church-membership ami outward conformity which h;is led to the writing of many pages t.f church-history that we would gladly suppress. Ami no sooner hud Augustine returned to his spiritual charge after the defeat of the Donatisf; than it new danger arose. He heard that some monks were spreading the notion that human nature hail sufficient nobility to appreciate and sufficient strength to achieve the highest standard of' holiness; and forthwith he began tu develop ,i doctrine of the utter degradation of ««ur nature.
It seems unquestionable thai some part of what we now call the British Isles gave birth t«i the author of one of the most amiable heresies that ever vexed the soul oi Christendom. Jerome, •always more lively than att. urate, describes Pelagius in one place as *a big, fat dog from Albion,' and in another as 'bloated with the potuge of the Scots* (or Irish), Prosper talk him 'the British serpent1; ami Augustine, Owsius. and Mcreat<»r frequently speak oi" him UH British,1 Orosius adds that he was horn of poor parents, and Jerome affords many brief descriptions of his person ; but
1 But the Htatemcw that hr tK-luit^nl tr» ihr l^npu »»o»M'.trtVi uiul UIH real name \vah Mtit|',an, irv,ti wiirly t»u ;i 1 ilr .ui.l tint uiiviut HU', legend.